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" Sir, if I am guilty of idolatry toward any object on earth, it must be
found in the homage I bear to the Constitution of the United States. I
have been bred in the reverence and in the lore of that Constitution. 1
think I hare some knowledge of its history, its spirit, and its principles;
but, however that may be, I am sure I have ample knowledge of its bless-
in<rs in the prosperity which it has spread around us all at home, and in
the national distinction which, under its fortunate star and beneficent
guidance, we have attained abroad. These are the grounds of my attach-
ment to it.

" It is not, sir, that this Constitution, or the Government established
tinder it, has ever enriched or particularly benefited me or mine. I have
never held an office, unless it be an office to represent the people in one or
the other branch of this Legislature. I have received no favors, and asked
no favors, at any time, or from any hand. Not one of those in whose
veins there runs a drop of blood kindred to my own has enjoyed office, or
profit, or patronage, or favor of any kind, under this Government.

" I have, sir, devoted no small labor, I have given the best years of my
life, I have sacrificed professional emolument, and I have done all this
cheerfully, for the honor of serving the people in Congress, with no other
object than to secure their favor and confidence, and a desire, I hope not
too ambitious, of being numbered among those who have done something,
in their day and generation, to uphold the free institutions of the country,
and to maintain the bond of our happy and glorious Union.

"With this unaflected attachment to the Constitution, with this sedu-
lous care for it, with a habit, I confess, which leads me, on every great
measure, and especially on every new and extraordinary proposition, to
consider, first and mainly, its bearing on that great security for our liberties
and our Union, I saw a grant of money to the Executive proposed at the
last session, which I thought inconsistent with its fundamental provisions,
and dangerous to its permanent safety. So thinking, I said in my place,
the other day, that I could not have voted for it if the enemy were batter-
ing against the Capitol! And, so thinking, could I so vote, even in that
state of things ? Could any honest man, holding my sentiments, so vote,
in that or any other emergency ? . . ."

The financial measures of this session attracted a large share
of Mr. "Webster's attention, not merely from Ms position as
chairman of the Finance Committee, "but because he saw and
foretold the approaching bankruptcies and distress which, were
to overspread the country, in consequence of the condition into
which its currency had "been brought. But it was not in his
power, or in that of any other opponent of the Administration,
wholly to prevent the mischiefs which he predicted. The con-
dition of tMngs was most extraordinary. By the President's